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I. STATEMENT OF FACTS 
Evelyn Marisol Archer and Bennett Cole Archer married in Austin, Texas on June 19, 2010. They have three 
children: Sofia Rose Archer, age 14; Leo Gabriel Archer, age 10; and Anika Grace Archer, age 7. The family 
has lived for the last eight years in Westlake Hills, Travis County, Texas. Sofia attends ninth grade at St. Cecilia 
Preparatory Academy, Leo is in fifth grade at the same school, and Anika attends second grade at Barton Creek 
Lower School. 

Evelyn is 41. Before the marriage she worked as a registered nurse at Seton Medical Center. After Sofia was 
born, and particularly after Leo experienced severe asthma and food-allergy complications as a toddler, Evelyn 
stopped practicing nursing and became the full-time parent managing the children’s school, medical care, 
therapy appointments, extracurricular activities, household employees, travel schedules, and family records. Her 
nursing license is inactive but eligible for reinstatement after continuing education and supervised hours. 

Bennett is 44. He is the founder, chief executive officer, and controlling shareholder of Asterion CloudWorks, 
Inc., an Austin-based cybersecurity and artificial-intelligence compliance company. Bennett receives 
approximately $1,000,000 per year in salary, guaranteed distributions, and annual bonus compensation. His 
Asterion equity is the principal asset in dispute. Bennett founded Asterion during the marriage, but he contends 
that part of the company’s value derives from premarital source code and a pre-marriage patent disclosure. 
Evelyn contends that all operative Asterion shares are community property or, alternatively, that the community 
is entitled to reimbursement and a disproportionate division because of Bennett’s fault and waste. 

For most of the marriage, the parties presented as a successful Austin technology family. They maintained a 
Westlake residence, a Lake LBJ house, a Port Aransas condominium, brokerage accounts, private-school tuition 
plans, club memberships, vehicles, art, and cryptocurrency wallets. The remaining community estate is alleged 
to be approximately $96.27 million. Evelyn contends that the estate should be reconstituted by at least 
$4,068,740 because Bennett spent or lost community assets on undisclosed online wagering and an extramarital 
relationship. On Evelyn’s theory, the reconstituted estate is approximately $100.34 million. 

The Affair and Text Messages 
In March 2024, Asterion retained Sienna Brooks, a former product-marketing consultant, to advise on a sales 
launch. Evelyn alleges Bennett began an affair with Sienna in April 2024. Bennett admits a romantic 
relationship but says the marriage had already “functionally ended.” Evelyn discovered the relationship when 
Bennett’s text messages appeared on an older iPad Sofia used for school. The extracted messages reference 
hotel stays, jewelry, missed parenting obligations, online betting accounts, and Bennett’s concern that Evelyn 
would discover “the LineRush trail.” 
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Bennett used ordinary text messages, Signal, and WhatsApp to communicate with Sienna. The parties stipulate 
that the text extraction is authentic, though Bennett disputes context and completeness. Evelyn contends the 
messages are relevant to fault in the breakup, parental judgment, and fraud on the community. Bennett contends 
the affair has limited relevance to conservatorship and should not drive a property division in a no-fault divorce. 

The DWI 
On September 21, 2024, at 11:48 p.m., Bennett was stopped by Austin Police Department Officer Jamal Porter 
near Barton Springs Road after his Tesla Model X drifted across lane markers and struck a curb. Bennett had left 
a private dinner event where Sienna was also present. No child was in the vehicle. The police report notes odor 
of alcohol, bloodshot eyes, slurred speech, and six out of six clues on horizontal gaze nystagmus. Breath-test 
records show 0.141 and 0.139. Bennett was charged with Driving While Intoxicated, first offense. The criminal 
case remains pending. 

Evelyn argues the DWI supports restrictions on possession and alcohol use during and before periods of 
possession. Bennett argues the DWI was an isolated mistake, he has never driven the children while intoxicated, 
and he voluntarily completed a substance-use assessment that recommended education rather than treatment. 

Online Wagering and Fraud on the Community 
Beginning in late 2023, Bennett opened and used online wagering accounts under usernames including 
“rootadmin44,” “BCA_LiveEdge,” and “lakehousequant.” Some accounts were on fictional domestic-style 
platforms named LineRush, BetFrontier, and WagerHarbor; others were routed through payment processors or 
cryptocurrency exchanges. Evelyn’s forensic accountant traces $8,412,500 in deposits or transfers to wagering-
related platforms and $4,665,510 in winnings or withdrawals back to family accounts, producing a net 
community depletion of $3,746,990. Bennett says the accounting double-counts transfers and ignores business 
research into sports-data anomaly detection. 

The records also show $321,750 in relationship-related spending tied to Sienna, including hotels, travel, gifts, 
and payments disguised as consulting expenses. Bennett says some consulting payments were legitimate 
Asterion expenses and that Evelyn knew he sometimes gambled on sports. Evelyn denies consent to high-stakes 
wagering and contends Bennett concealed the transactions by routing charges through new cards, 
cryptocurrency purchases, and a Mercury operating account labeled “Cedar Lab.” 

Conservatorship and Possession 
Evelyn seeks joint managing conservatorship with her having the exclusive right to designate the children’s 
primary residence within Travis County and contiguous counties. She requests an alcohol restriction, no 
possession within twelve hours of consuming alcohol, use of Soberlink or equivalent testing before and during 
possession for six months, and a step-up schedule from expanded standard possession to additional Thursday 
overnights after clean testing. She seeks exclusive decision-making authority for non-emergency medical care 
and educational decisions if the parents cannot agree after consultation. 

Bennett seeks joint managing conservatorship, equal rights and duties, a week-on/week-off possession schedule, 
and a Travis County geographic restriction. He contends Evelyn has become controlling since the separation, 
has told Sofia adult details of the affair, and has blocked his access to school portals and extracurricular 
calendars. Bennett admits he historically traveled heavily but says he is stepping down from day-to-day 
operations at Asterion to become more available. 

Support and Property 
Evelyn seeks guideline child support at the high-income cap, additional support for proven needs including 
private school, health insurance, uninsured medical expenses, therapy, extracurricular activities, and 
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nanny/transportation costs. She also seeks statutory spousal maintenance at the statutory maximum if the court 
finds she lacks sufficient property to provide for minimum reasonable needs after division. Alternatively, she 
seeks contractual support as part of a negotiated or court-approved property settlement. Bennett denies that 
statutory maintenance is available because Evelyn will receive substantial property in any just-and-right 
division. 

Both parties request attorney’s fees and a just-and-right division of the estate. The central trial problem is not 
whether the family is wealthy; it is how Texas family-law principles apply when wealth is concentrated in a 
founder-owned company, the caregiving spouse has been out of the workforce for more than a decade, the high-
earning parent has engaged in an affair, and alleged hidden gambling depleted community assets. 

  



Archer Regional Texas Family Law Case Competition | Fictional Educational Problem 

NO. D-1-FM-25-004411 

IN THE MATTER OF § IN THE 345TH DISTRICT COURT 
THE MARRIAGE OF §  
EVELYN MARISOL ARCHER, § TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
Petitioner, §  
AND BENNETT COLE ARCHER, §  
Respondent, §  
AND IN THE INTEREST OF S.R.A., 
L.G.A., AND A.G.A., CHILDREN 

§  

 §  
 

II. PROCEDURAL POSTURE AND CONTESTED ISSUES 
1. Evelyn filed for divorce and a suit affecting the parent-child relationship on February 14, 2025, alleging 

insupportability, adultery, cruel treatment limited to emotional conduct, and fraud on the community. 
2. Bennett answered and counterpetitioned on March 7, 2025, alleging insupportability, requesting joint managing 

conservatorship, equal possession, confirmation of separate property, and an equal division of the community 
estate. 

3. Temporary orders entered April 18, 2025 name both parents temporary joint managing conservators, designate 
Evelyn as the temporary parent with the exclusive right to designate the children’s primary residence, require 
Bennett to pay $3,510 per month temporary child support plus health insurance and 100% of private-school 
tuition while the case is pending, and require no alcohol during possession. 

4. The case is set for a regional competition trial in April 2026. The jury, if demanded, will decide only issues the 
Family Code permits for jury determination. The court will decide support, specific possession terms, spousal 
maintenance, attorney’s fees, and the just-and-right property division. 

5. All exhibits are fictional and created for this problem. Monetary values are intentionally disputable. Students may 
argue valuation, credibility, fraud, best interest, and statutory support issues from the record. 

Primary Contested Issues 
• Conservatorship: whether both parents should remain joint managing conservators or whether restrictions on 

Bennett’s rights are necessary. 
• Primary residence: which parent should have the exclusive right to designate the children’s primary residence and 

whether a geographic restriction should apply. 
• Possession and access: whether Bennett should receive equal possession, expanded standard possession, or a 

step-up schedule with alcohol safeguards. 
• Child support: whether support should be limited to the presumptive high-income guideline amount or include 

additional proven needs. 
• Spousal maintenance/alimony: whether Evelyn is eligible for statutory maintenance after property division and, if 

so, amount and duration; whether contractual support should be considered in settlement discussions. 
• Property characterization and valuation: whether Asterion is community property in full or part, how to value 

Bennett’s shares, and whether discounts apply. 
• Fraud on the community: whether Bennett’s wagering and relationship spending constituted actual or 

constructive fraud, the value of any depletion, and the remedy. 
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III. PETITIONER’S ORIGINAL PETITION FOR DIVORCE AND SUIT 
AFFECTING THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP 
TO THE HONORABLE COURT: 

COMES NOW Petitioner Evelyn Marisol Archer and files this Original Petition for Divorce and Suit Affecting 
the Parent-Child Relationship against Respondent Bennett Cole Archer, and would respectfully show the Court 
as follows: 

I. Discovery Control Plan and Jurisdiction 
6. Discovery should be conducted under Level 3 of Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 190 due to complex property, 

business valuation, and conservatorship issues. 
7. Petitioner has been domiciled in Texas for more than six months and a resident of Travis County for more than 

ninety days preceding filing. 
8. The Court has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over the children because this is the original suit involving the 

children and all three children reside in Texas. 

II. Marriage and Children 
9. The parties married on June 19, 2010 and ceased living together as spouses on or about February 1, 2025. 
10. The children of the marriage are Sofia Rose Archer, born May 3, 2011; Leo Gabriel Archer, born August 14, 

2015; and Anika Grace Archer, born December 1, 2018. 
11. No other children are expected or born of this marriage. 

III. Grounds for Divorce 
12. The marriage has become insupportable because of discord or conflict of personalities that destroys the legitimate 

ends of the marital relationship and prevents any reasonable expectation of reconciliation. 
13. Respondent committed adultery during the marriage. 
14. Respondent engaged in cruel treatment in the form of concealment, deception, and financial conduct that 

rendered further living together insupportable. 

IV. Conservatorship, Possession, and Support 
Petitioner requests that the parties be appointed joint managing conservators, but that Petitioner be awarded the 
exclusive right to designate the children’s primary residence within Travis County and contiguous counties; the 
exclusive right, after good-faith consultation, to make educational decisions; and the exclusive right, after good-
faith consultation, to make non-emergency medical, dental, psychological, and psychiatric decisions. Petitioner 
requests that Respondent’s possession include alcohol restrictions, sober testing, and such other safeguards as 
are in the children’s best interests. 
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Petitioner requests child support consistent with the Texas Family Code, including guideline support, additional 
support for proven needs, health and dental insurance, uninsured medical expenses, private-school tuition, 
therapy, childcare, extracurricular expenses, and travel expenses associated with possession. 

V. Property Division, Fraud on the Community, and Reconstituted Estate 
Petitioner requests that the Court characterize, value, and divide the marital estate in a manner that is just and 
right. Petitioner alleges that Respondent committed actual or constructive fraud on the community by wagering, 
losing, transferring, spending, concealing, or mischaracterizing community funds without Petitioner’s 
knowledge or consent and for purposes not benefiting the community estate. Petitioner requests that the Court 
determine the value by which the community estate was depleted, calculate the reconstituted estate, and award 
Petitioner appropriate legal and equitable relief, including a disproportionate share and/or a money judgment. 

VI. Spousal Maintenance and Contractual Support 
Petitioner requests statutory spousal maintenance if, after considering the property division, she lacks sufficient 
property to meet her minimum reasonable needs and satisfies the statutory prerequisites. Petitioner also requests 
that the Court consider contractual support or an unequal property division as necessary to achieve equity given 
the parties’ earning disparity, the length of the marriage, Petitioner’s role as primary caregiver, and 
Respondent’s conduct. 

VII. Prayer 
Petitioner prays that Respondent be cited to appear and answer; that the Court grant a divorce; enter orders in 
the children’s best interests; order child support, health support, and medical support; divide the marital estate in 
a just-and-right manner; reconstitute the estate for fraud on the community; award maintenance or appropriate 
contractual/equitable support; award attorney’s fees, expenses, costs, and interest; and grant all other relief to 
which Petitioner is justly entitled. 
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IV. RESPONDENT’S ORIGINAL ANSWER AND COUNTERPETITION FOR 
DIVORCE 
TO THE HONORABLE COURT: 

COMES NOW Respondent Bennett Cole Archer and files this Original Answer and Counterpetition for Divorce 
and Suit Affecting the Parent-Child Relationship, and would respectfully show the Court as follows: 

I. General Denial and Admissions 
15. Respondent generally denies all allegations not expressly admitted. 
16. Respondent admits the parties are married, that the Court has jurisdiction, and that the three children named in 

Petitioner’s pleading are children of the marriage. 
17. Respondent admits the marriage has become insupportable. Respondent denies that Petitioner is entitled to use 

adultery, alleged cruelty, or alleged gambling as a basis for punitive property relief. 

II. Counterpetition for Divorce 
Respondent requests divorce on the ground of insupportability. Respondent alleges Petitioner has engaged in 
controlling conduct, has interfered with his relationship with the children since separation, and has exposed 
Sofia to adult marital issues in a manner contrary to the children’s best interests. 

III. Conservatorship and Possession 
Respondent requests that the parties be appointed joint managing conservators with equal rights and duties, 
subject only to the designation of one parent’s address for school enrollment. Respondent requests a week-
on/week-off possession schedule or, alternatively, an expanded standard possession order with additional 
Thursday overnights and midweek dinners. Respondent requests a geographic restriction to Travis County and 
contiguous counties. 

Respondent denies that alcohol restrictions beyond ordinary orders are necessary. Respondent states that the 
September 2024 DWI was a single incident unrelated to the children and that he voluntarily completed an 
assessment and alcohol education. Respondent denies ever operating a motor vehicle with a child while 
intoxicated. 

IV. Child Support 
Respondent requests that child support be set under the Texas Family Code and denies that the children have 
proven needs justifying support above the presumptive guideline amount. Respondent states he has historically 
paid private-school tuition, insurance, extracurricular fees, and children’s expenses and is willing to continue 
reasonable direct payment of agreed expenses. 
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V. Property Characterization, Reimbursement, and Separate Property 
Respondent requests confirmation of his separate property, including premarital intellectual property, premarital 
brokerage assets, and any property traceable to gifts or inheritance. Respondent contends that part of the value 
of Asterion CloudWorks, Inc. is traceable to separate-property code and patent work created before marriage, or 
alternatively that his separate estate has a reimbursement claim. 

VI. Denial of Fraud on the Community 
Respondent denies committing fraud on the community. Respondent admits he engaged in online sports 
wagering but contends the amounts alleged by Petitioner are inflated, double-counted, and offset by winnings, 
business research reimbursements, and funds returned to the estate. Respondent denies that Petitioner was 
unaware of his sports wagering and denies any intent to deprive Petitioner of community property. 

VII. Denial of Spousal Maintenance 
Respondent denies that Petitioner will lack sufficient property after divorce to provide for her minimum 
reasonable needs. Respondent further denies that the statutory prerequisites for maintenance are met. 
Respondent requests that any support be limited to child support and property division, not post-divorce 
maintenance. 

VIII. Prayer 
Respondent prays that the Court grant a divorce, appoint the parties joint managing conservators, order an equal 
or expanded possession schedule, set child support under the Family Code, confirm Respondent’s separate 
property, deny Petitioner’s fraud and maintenance claims, divide the estate justly and right, award Respondent 
attorney’s fees, and grant all other relief to which Respondent is entitled. 
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V. WITNESS AND EXHIBIT LIST 

Witnesses 
Side Witness Subject Matter 
Petitioner Evelyn Marisol Archer Mother; primary caregiver; property and support claimant. 
Petitioner Carla Medina Household manager/nanny; observed parenting routines, missed pickups, and 

family conflict. 
Petitioner Aaron Feld, CPA/CFF Forensic accountant; wagering, affair spending, and reconstituted estate. 
Petitioner Officer Jamal Porter Austin Police Department officer; DWI stop and observations. 
Respondent Bennett Cole Archer Father; CEO/founder; responds to conservatorship, property, and fraud 

allegations. 
Respondent Jenna Wallace Asterion CFO; income, company operations, equity value, and alleged 

business purpose. 
Respondent Dr. Raquel Somers Psychologist/custody consultant; children’s adjustment and risks of parental 

conflict. 
Respondent Neil Harrington Executive assistant; Bennett’s schedule, business travel, and claimed parenting 

changes. 
 

Exhibits 
Ex. Document Use 
1 Family Timeline Marriage, births, company formation, DWI, filing, and discovery events. 
2 Children’s Background and School Records 

Excerpts 
Attendance, activities, medical notes, and teacher communications. 

3 Asset and Liability Inventory Competing values and net community estate summary. 
4 Asterion Ownership and Income Summary Founder shares, salary, bonus, K-1/distributions, and value range. 
5 Text Message Extraction: Bennett/Sienna Affair, gambling references, concealment, and parenting admissions. 
6 Austin Police Department DWI Offense Report Stop, observations, field sobriety, arrest, no children present. 
7 Breath Test and Booking Record Intoxilyzer results, booking, and bond information. 
8 Bluebonnet National Bank Wagering Ledger Monthly deposits/withdrawals and selected bank records. 
9 Forensic Accounting Summary Calculation of alleged community depletion. 
10 Relationship Spending Ledger Hotel, travel, jewelry, and payments linked to Sienna. 
11 Children’s Proven Needs Affidavit Tuition, healthcare, therapy, activities, childcare, and transportation. 
12 Competing Proposed Parenting Plans Petitioner step-up plan versus Respondent equal-possession plan. 
13 Temporary Orders Excerpts Temporary conservatorship, support, tuition, and alcohol terms. 
14 Sworn Inventory Excerpts and Omitted 

Account Note 
Statements showing disputed omissions and late supplementation. 
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VI. STIPULATIONS AND COMPETITION RULES 

Procedural Stipulations 
18. Texas Rules of Civil Procedure and Texas Rules of Evidence apply unless expressly modified by these 

stipulations. 
19. All pleadings were timely filed and served. Venue and subject-matter jurisdiction are proper in Travis County, 

Texas. 
20. The parties are parents of all three children identified in the pleadings. No non-parent seeks conservatorship. 
21. All witnesses listed may be called. No team may invent an additional witness or claim that an unlisted witness 

would provide testimony not contained in this packet. 
22. All exhibits are authentic for purposes of the competition. Authenticity does not waive relevance, hearsay, unfair 

prejudice, privilege, or other objections. 
23. Deposition summaries are deemed sworn testimony for impeachment and preparation. Witnesses may reasonably 

elaborate but may not materially contradict their summaries. 
24. The trial court has denied all pretrial motions to exclude entire categories of evidence. Specific evidentiary 

objections may be argued when exhibits are offered. 
25. The text extraction in Exhibit 5 is authentic as a record from Bennett’s devices, but Bennett may dispute context, 

interpretation, and completeness. 
26. The DWI records in Exhibits 6 and 7 are authentic public/business records for competition purposes, subject to 

objections and limiting instructions. 
27. No party alleges family violence. No child was in Bennett’s vehicle during the DWI stop. 
28. No expert report other than the summaries contained in this packet may be used. 
29. Trial occurs in April 2026. 

Substantive Stipulations 
30. The parties agree the children’s best interests control conservatorship, possession, and access determinations. 
31. The parties agree Bennett’s 2025 gross compensation from Asterion was $1,000,000, consisting of salary, 

guaranteed bonus, and pass-through distributions. They dispute whether additional retained earnings should be 
treated as resources for child support. 

32. The parties agree Evelyn has not worked for wages since 2013 and that her nursing license is inactive but 
potentially restorable within 12 to 18 months. 

33. The parties agree Asterion was incorporated during the marriage. Bennett asserts separate-property claims and 
reimbursement claims; Evelyn disputes those claims. 

34. The parties agree at least $8,412,500 flowed from family-controlled accounts to wagering-related merchants or 
processors and $4,665,510 flowed back. Bennett disputes that the difference equals fraud because he claims 
offsets, business purpose, and consent. 
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35. The parties agree the remaining net community estate, using Evelyn’s values before reconstitution, is 
approximately $96,270,000. Bennett disputes the value and contends minority and marketability discounts should 
be applied to Asterion shares. 

36. The court will determine spousal maintenance, child support, specific possession terms, attorney’s fees, and the 
ultimate just-and-right division. 
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VII. DEPOSITION SUMMARIES 

A. Deposition Summary of Evelyn Marisol Archer 
Evelyn is 41 and lives in the Westlake residence with the children. She describes herself as the “default parent” 
since Sofia’s birth. She says Bennett has always loved the children but that his presence became “episodic” after 
Asterion’s Series B financing in 2021. She handled school admissions, tuition forms, medical appointments, 
allergy plans, therapy scheduling, tutors, birthday parties, uniforms, extracurricular signups, household staff, and 
most daily transportation. 

Evelyn testifies that Bennett missed Anika’s allergy follow-up on March 19, 2025, despite promising to attend. 
Exhibit 5 contains a text in which Sienna wrote, “You were watching the UCLA line,” after Bennett said he had 
a board call. Evelyn admits she did not personally see Bennett wagering that day. She states Leo becomes 
“amped up and disregulated” after late nights with Bennett, but she admits Bennett is affectionate and that Leo 
wants more time with him. 

Evelyn discovered the affair when Sofia’s school iPad displayed Bennett’s texts. Evelyn initially scrolled 
through the iPad, then turned it over to her lawyer. She admits she told Sofia, “Your dad has made adult choices 
that hurt our family,” but denies giving details. She changed the gate code at the Westlake home after filing 
because she found Bennett in the wine room during his non-possession time. She later gave Bennett a new code 
for scheduled exchanges. 

On finances, Evelyn says Bennett controlled major accounts and that she signed tax returns without 
understanding all Asterion entities. She knew Bennett placed “March Madness bets” with friends but did not 
know about seven-figure online accounts, cryptocurrency transfers, or offshore processors. She denies 
consenting to gambling losses or payments to Sienna. Evelyn wants the Court to reconstitute the estate by at 
least $4,068,740 and award her 60% of the reconstituted estate or a money judgment for the depletion. 

Evelyn seeks statutory maintenance at $5,000 per month for five years if she lacks sufficient liquid property 
after division. She also says $5,000 per month is not enough to maintain the children’s household and asks for 
child support above the presumptive amount plus direct payment of school, medical, therapy, childcare, and 
extracurricular expenses. She admits that if awarded tens of millions in liquid assets, her maintenance claim may 
be weaker, but says most proposed property divisions leave her with illiquid home equity and uncertain 
company stock. 

Helpful Points for Petitioner 
• Primary caregiver for more than a decade; detailed knowledge of children’s needs. 
• Bennett admitted affair and DWI; texts support concealment and poor judgment. 
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• Bank records show large undisclosed wagering activity and relationship spending. 
• Bennett omitted or late-disclosed a wagering-linked account on his first inventory. 
• Large earning disparity and long absence from workforce support support arguments. 

Helpful Points for Respondent / Cross-Examination 
• Evelyn reviewed texts through Sofia’s iPad before preserving them; potential privacy and context issues. 
• She admits no child was in the DWI vehicle and no family violence is alleged. 
• She knew Bennett sometimes bet on sports and enjoyed high community spending during the marriage. 
• She changed the gate code and filtered information to the children after filing. 
• She may receive substantial property, undermining statutory maintenance eligibility. 
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B. Deposition Summary of Bennett Cole Archer 
Bennett is 44 and lives in a condominium near downtown Austin pending the divorce. He is the founder and 
CEO of Asterion CloudWorks. Bennett states that Asterion’s “core engine” began as code he wrote before 
marriage, but he admits the company was incorporated during the marriage, community funds paid early 
expenses, and Evelyn hosted investor events and managed the household while he worked “founder hours.” 

Bennett seeks joint managing conservatorship and equal possession. He testifies that after filing he blocked out 
every other week on his calendar, hired a second-in-command at Asterion, and started attending Leo’s robotics 
club and Anika’s soccer practices. He says Evelyn portrays him as absent because she controlled the family 
calendar and did not include him in routine school communications. He admits he missed some events, 
including a fall choir performance and a medical appointment, but says founders must travel and that his 
financial success benefited the whole family. 

Bennett admits the affair with Sienna. He says it began after the marriage was emotionally over and that Sienna 
was not introduced to the children. He admits buying Sienna jewelry and taking trips with her. He contends 
some payments to Sienna were legitimate consulting fees approved by Asterion. He denies spending community 
funds for the purpose of depriving Evelyn of property. 

Bennett admits the DWI arrest and breath-test numbers but disputes that he was “dangerously drunk.” He says 
he should not have driven and regrets it. He voluntarily completed an alcohol education class. He denies having 
an alcohol-use disorder and denies ever drinking during possession to the point of impairment. He will agree to 
a no-drinking-before-driving order but opposes Soberlink testing as punitive and unnecessary. 

On gambling, Bennett admits he placed large online wagers but insists Evelyn’s accountant double-counts 
internal transfers, credits, and cryptocurrency purchases. Bennett says he was testing odds feeds and payment-
integrity risks because Asterion was considering a compliance product for sports-data companies. He admits 
Asterion has no signed contract with a sports-wagering client. When asked why texts to Sienna referenced 
hiding the “LineRush trail,” he answered, “I was embarrassed and did not want another fight.” 

Bennett’s first sworn inventory omitted a Mercury account ending 4412 and one crypto wallet used for wagering 
transfers. He says the omission was inadvertent because his office handled the inventory. He agrees to reimburse 
the community for any proven non-business affair expenses but denies a $4 million fraud finding. He opposes 
maintenance because Evelyn will be “one of the wealthiest former nurses in Texas” after divorce. 

Helpful Points for Respondent 
• No family violence; no child in DWI vehicle; voluntary alcohol education completed. 
• He has financial capacity to support the children and has historically paid major expenses. 
• He is now modifying work schedule to increase parenting time. 
• Some payments to Sienna may have a legitimate consulting component. 
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• Property division likely leaves Evelyn with significant assets, weakening statutory maintenance. 

Helpful Points for Petitioner / Cross-Examination 
• Admitted affair, gifts, DWI, and large wagering activity. 
• Texts support concealment and prioritizing optics over parenting. 
• No signed Asterion sports-wagering client; alleged business purpose is weak. 
• Omitted account/wallet from initial inventory. 
• Historical travel and missed events undermine request for immediate equal possession. 
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C. Capsule Summaries of Non-Party Witnesses 
Witness Summary 
Carla Medina Worked for family since 2018 as household manager/nanny. Says Evelyn handled daily routines. Says 

Bennett was loving but often late or absent. Observed Bennett smell of alcohol at one Sunday return in 
October 2024 but cannot say he was intoxicated. Heard Evelyn tell Sofia “your dad lied to us,” which 
Carla felt was too much for a child. 

Aaron Feld, CPA/CFF Traces $8.4125M in wagering outflows and $4.66551M in returns, net $3.74699M. Adds $321,750 in 
relationship spending. Admits tracing is limited by missing platform account statements and relies on bank 
descriptors, processors, emails, and texts. 

Officer Jamal Porter Stopped Bennett on September 21, 2024. Observed traffic violations and intoxication clues. Will testify no 
children were present, Bennett was polite, and there was no crash report beyond curb contact. Breath-test 
records show 0.141 and 0.139. 

Jenna Wallace Asterion CFO. Confirms Bennett’s $1M annual compensation and founder control. Says Asterion did not 
require personal wagering at the scale shown, but the company explored a compliance product in late 
2024. Supports lower company valuation due customer concentration and founder dependence. 

Dr. Raquel Somers Custody consultant. Did not perform full custody evaluation. Notes Sofia is parentified and anxious; Leo 
wants more father time; Anika needs routine. Recommends JMC if parents use a parenting coordinator, 
alcohol safeguards for six months, and a gradual increase in Bennett’s overnights. 

Neil Harrington Bennett’s assistant. Confirms Bennett blocked calendar time for parenting after February 2025. Admits he 
previously scheduled investor calls during school events because Bennett told him family scheduling was 
“handled at home.” 
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VIII. CASE EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 1 - Family Timeline 
Date Event 
June 19, 2010 Evelyn and Bennett marry in Austin, Texas. 
May 3, 2011 Sofia Rose Archer born. 
August 2012 Bennett incorporates Asterion CloudWorks, Inc. during the marriage. 
August 14, 2015 Leo Gabriel Archer born. 
December 1, 2018 Anika Grace Archer born. 
March 2021 Asterion closes Series B financing; Bennett’s work travel increases. 
March 2024 Sienna Brooks begins consulting for Asterion. 
April 2024 Evelyn alleges affair begins; Bennett says relationship began later. 
September 21, 2024 Bennett arrested for DWI after leaving private dinner. 
January 2025 Evelyn discovers texts on Sofia’s iPad and begins reviewing financial records. 
February 14, 2025 Evelyn files divorce/SAPCR. 
April 18, 2025 Temporary orders entered. 
October 2025 Bennett supplements inventory to include Mercury account and crypto wallet. 
April 2026 Competition trial setting. 

 

EXHIBIT 2 - Children’s Background and School Records Excerpts 
Child Age/Grade Excerpts 
Sofia Rose Archer 14 / 9th grade High-achieving; anxiety noted by school counselor after divorce filing. Wants “less 

drama” and prefers not to shuttle midweek during school weeks. Plays violin and 
debate. 

Leo Gabriel Archer 10 / 5th grade Asthma/allergy plan. Loves robotics and video games with Bennett. Teacher notes 
late homework after two Monday returns from Bennett’s possession but no academic 
decline. 

Anika Grace Archer 7 / 2nd grade Needs predictable bedtime and routine. Soccer and art club. Reported stomachaches 
before exchanges in March 2025; counselor says both parents should avoid adult 
topics. 

 

School portal log: Evelyn accessed school portals 184 times between August 2024 and February 2025. Bennett accessed school portals 
11 times in the same period and 67 times between March 2025 and September 2025. 
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EXHIBIT 3 - Asset and Liability Inventory Summary 
Asset/Liability Petitioner Value Respondent Value Notes 
Asterion CloudWorks, Inc. shares $76,500,000 $58,000,000 Founded during marriage; Bennett asserts 

separate/reimbursement component and valuation 
discounts. 

Westlake Hills residence equity $8,100,000 $7,650,000 FMV $12.2M; mortgage approx. $4.1M. 
Lake LBJ house $5,900,000 $5,500,000 No mortgage; used by family and for Asterion 

retreats. 
Brokerage accounts $5,650,000 $5,100,000 Includes taxable portfolio and private notes. 
Retirement accounts $1,800,000 $1,800,000 401(k), IRA, and deferred compensation. 
Cash/checking/savings $1,250,000 $1,250,000 Excludes accounts disputed as omitted in first 

inventory. 
Cryptocurrency wallets $2,250,000 $1,600,000 Volatile; includes wallet later linked to wagering 

transfers. 
Vehicles, art, furnishings $1,250,000 $1,050,000 Tesla, Range Rover, vintage Bronco, art, jewelry, 

furniture. 
Debt, tax, margin liabilities ($6,430,000) ($6,430,000) Mortgages, tax accruals, margin line, AMEX 

corporate reimbursement dispute. 
Net remaining community estate $96,270,000 $75,520,000 Before any reconstitution or separate-property 

findings. 
Petitioner alleged fraud depletion $4,068,740 $0-$1,200,000 Wagering net loss plus relationship spending; 

Bennett disputes amount and characterization. 
Petitioner alleged reconstituted estate $100,338,740 Disputed If factfinder finds fraud/waste in full amount 

alleged. 
 

EXHIBIT 4 - Asterion Ownership and Income Summary 
Topic Summary 
Incorporation August 2012, Texas corporation converted to Delaware C-corporation in 2018. 
Bennett equity 64.8% fully diluted voting control; shares titled in Bennett’s name. 
Separate-property assertion Bennett claims premarital code and provisional patent disclosure support separate/reimbursement claim. 

No premarital shares existed before incorporation. 
2025 compensation $650,000 salary, $250,000 guaranteed bonus, $100,000 pass-through/distribution equivalent; total 

$1,000,000. 
Disputed additional resources Evelyn says retained earnings and personal expenses paid by Asterion should be considered. Bennett 

says retained earnings are corporate working capital. 
Valuation dispute Evelyn: $76.5M for Bennett’s shares. Bennett: $58M after marketability, minority, customer 

concentration, and founder-dependence adjustments. 
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EXHIBIT 5 - Text Message Extraction: Bennett Archer / Sienna Brooks 
Source: iPhone extraction from Bennett Archer devices synced to family iPad. Time zone: Central. Excerpts only. Sender “B” is Bennett; 
sender “S” is Sienna. Bracketed notes added by counsel for clarity. 

Date/Time Sender Message 
04/18/2024 11:42 PM B Fairmont was a mistake and also not a mistake. I can’t stop thinking about you. 
04/18/2024 11:44 PM S Then stop pretending you are just “working late.” 
07/04/2024 09:07 PM B Mari saw the bank alert. I told her LineRush was cloud-load testing. Do not text me about bets on regular 

SMS. 
07/04/2024 09:10 PM S You need a better lie than “load testing.” 
09/22/2024 01:18 AM B Delete last night. Officer asked if anyone else had been in the car. I said no. 
09/22/2024 01:19 AM S I was already in the Uber. You should have been too. 
10/12/2024 08:05 PM B If this goes nuclear I need 50/50. The optics matter with investors and my dad. 
10/12/2024 08:07 PM S You barely see them now. Don’t make the kids a press release. 
11/24/2024 10:31 PM B Moved 300 through Cedar Lab so M does not freak about BetFrontier. It comes back when the hedge hits. 
11/24/2024 10:33 PM S This is not a hedge. It is a hole. 
12/06/2024 05:58 PM B Cartier is under “client appreciation” until I clean the AmEx coding. 
12/06/2024 06:01 PM S That is not funny, Bennett. 
03/19/2025 03:12 PM S Did you make Anika’s allergy thing? 
03/19/2025 03:13 PM B Board call. Couldn’t. 
03/19/2025 03:16 PM S You were watching the UCLA line. 
04/03/2025 07:44 AM B Lawyer says produce everything. I forgot the Mercury account. That sounds worse than it is. 
04/03/2025 07:46 AM S Forgot? Or hid? 
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EXHIBIT 6 - Austin Police Department DWI Offense Report 
Field Record Entry 
Agency Austin Police Department 
Case No. APD 24-268-1742 
Offense Driving While Intoxicated - first offense 
Date/Time September 21, 2024; stop at 11:48 p.m.; arrest at 12:22 a.m. 
Location 1600 block Barton Springs Road, Austin, Travis County, Texas 
Vehicle 2024 Tesla Model X, Texas plate fictional TX-GRX-144 
Driver Bennett Cole Archer, DOB 04/09/1982 
Children Present No 
Passenger None at time of stop; officer later learned Sienna Brooks left the restaurant by rideshare. 
Reason for Stop Vehicle drifted across lane divider twice and struck curb while turning eastbound. 
Officer Observations Odor of alcoholic beverage, bloodshot/glassy eyes, slow responses, slurred speech, unsteady balance 

after exiting vehicle. 
Statements Driver stated: “I had two mezcal drinks at dinner. I should have called a car.” 
Field Sobriety HGN: 6/6 clues. Walk-and-turn: 5/8 clues. One-leg stand: 3/4 clues. 
Disposition Arrested; transported to Travis County Central Booking; vehicle released to licensed tow. 
Body/Dash Video Available; not included in packet. No team may invent video content. 

 

Narrative excerpt by Officer Jamal Porter: “The driver was cooperative and polite. He appeared concerned that the stop would become 
public. No child seats were occupied. I did observe two empty cocktail napkins and a receipt from Loma Verde Supper Club in the front 
passenger area.” 

EXHIBIT 7 - Breath Test and Booking Record 
Field Entry 
Intoxilyzer Operator Sgt. Melinda Ho, certified operator. 
Observation Period 20 minutes, no burping, vomiting, or foreign substance observed. 
Test 1 0.141 g/210L at 12:54 a.m. 
Test 2 0.139 g/210L at 12:57 a.m. 
Booking Time 1:21 a.m., September 22, 2024. 
Bond $5,000 personal bond posted at 10:15 a.m. 
Criminal Status Pending; pretrial settings continued twice by agreement. 
Alcohol Education Certificate of completion dated November 5, 2024, from Hill Country Alcohol Safety Program. 
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EXHIBIT 8 - Bluebonnet National Bank Wagering Ledger 
Account group: Bluebonnet National Bank ending 1884, Mercury operating account ending 4412, and linked crypto wallet CB-77. 
Prepared by Aaron Feld, CPA/CFF. Bennett disputes characterization and double-counting. 

Month Deposits/Transfers to Wagering Returns/Credits Net Depletion 
Nov. 2023 $180,000 $45,000 $135,000 
Dec. 2023 $420,000 $135,000 $285,000 
Jan. 2024 $310,000 $64,000 $246,000 
Feb. 2024 $375,000 $210,000 $165,000 
Mar. 2024 $700,000 $502,000 $198,000 
Apr. 2024 $420,000 $125,000 $295,000 
May 2024 $590,000 $410,000 $180,000 
Jun. 2024 $515,000 $268,000 $247,000 
Jul. 2024 $505,000 $112,500 $392,500 
Aug. 2024 $455,000 $240,000 $215,000 
Sep. 2024 $390,000 $150,000 $240,000 
Oct. 2024 $615,000 $612,000 $3,000 
Nov. 2024 $1,010,000 $992,000 $18,000 
Dec. 2024 $680,000 $447,000 $233,000 
Jan. 2025 $342,500 $117,000 $225,500 
Feb. 2025 $245,000 $121,000 $124,000 
Mar. 2025 $450,000 $105,000 $345,000 
Apr. 2025 $210,000 $10,010 $199,990 
TOTAL $8,412,500 $4,665,510 $3,746,990 

 

Selected Transaction Detail 
Date Account Description Type Amount Notes 
12/15/2023 Bluebonnet 1884 ACH LINE RUSH MEDIA - acct rootadmin44 Debit $275,000 No memo; first large wagering 

ACH. 
03/21/2024 Bluebonnet 1884 Wire WAGERHARBOR SETTLEMENTS Debit $500,000 NCAA tournament week. 
03/25/2024 Bluebonnet 1884 Wire WAGERHARBOR SETTLEMENTS Credit $330,000 Return/winnings. 
07/05/2024 Mercury 4412 Cedar Lab QA / BETFRONTIER PAY Debit $300,000 Referenced in text as “load testing.” 
08/11/2024 Crypto CB-77 USDC transfer to CROWNSTAKE.IO Debit $225,000 Routed through exchange. 
09/22/2024 Bluebonnet 1884 LOMA VERDE SUPPER CLUB Debit $1,184 Same night as DWI. 
11/24/2024 Mercury 4412 Cedar Lab to BETFRONTIER INTL Debit $300,000 Text: “Moved 300 through Cedar 

Lab.” 
11/30/2024 Mercury 4412 BETFRONTIER INTL Credit $292,000 Return/winnings. 
12/08/2024 AMEX Corporate CARTIER AUSTIN DOMAIN Debit $42,500 Coded “client appreciation.” 
03/19/2025 Bluebonnet 1884 LINE RUSH LIVE BET Debit $90,000 Same afternoon as missed allergy 

appointment. 
04/03/2025 Mercury 4412 Account balance not listed on initial inventory Info $182,440 Supplemented six months later. 

 

  



Archer Regional Texas Family Law Case Competition | Fictional Educational Problem 

NO. D-1-FM-25-004411 

IN THE MATTER OF § IN THE 345TH DISTRICT COURT 
THE MARRIAGE OF §  
EVELYN MARISOL ARCHER, § TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
Petitioner, §  
AND BENNETT COLE ARCHER, §  
Respondent, §  
AND IN THE INTEREST OF S.R.A., 
L.G.A., AND A.G.A., CHILDREN 

§  

 §  
 

EXHIBIT 9 - Forensic Accounting Summary 
Category Amount Method/Notes 
Wagering deposits and transfers $8,412,500 Bank and processor records linked to LineRush, BetFrontier, WagerHarbor, 

CrownStake.io, and related cryptocurrency transfers. 
Wagering returns/credits ($4,665,510) Credits, withdrawals, and reversals returned to Bluebonnet, Mercury, or 

crypto wallet. 
Net wagering depletion $3,746,990 Petitioner claims community funds lost without knowledge/consent. 
Relationship spending $321,750 Hotels, travel, gifts, payments to or for Sienna Brooks. 
Total alleged depletion $4,068,740 Amount Petitioner requests be added back to reconstituted estate. 
Respondent claimed offset Disputed up to 

$2,546,990 
Respondent claims double-counting, business research, returned winnings, 
and spouse knowledge. No complete platform statements produced. 

CPA conclusion $4,068,740 Subject to adjustment if platform records establish offsets or legitimate 
business purpose. 

 

EXHIBIT 10 - Relationship Spending Ledger 
Date Merchant/Payee Amount Notes 
04/18/2024 Fairmont Austin $12,840 Hotel and dining; same date as text. 
06/07/2024 Wire to Sienna Brooks $75,000 Bennett says consulting advance; no statement of work 

produced for this payment. 
08/03/2024 St. Barthelemy resort/airfare $61,300 Two travelers; Evelyn did not travel. 
10/19/2024 CashApp/Venmo/Apple Cash $17,500 Multiple payments to Sienna or her assistant. 
12/08/2024 Cartier Austin Domain $42,500 Text references coding as “client appreciation.” 
12/15/2024 Asterion/S. Brooks Consulting $88,000 Disputed business purpose; Sienna had separate contract 

for $18,000/month. 
01/03/2025 First-class airfare and hotel $24,610 New York product launch; Evelyn alleges personal 

extension. 
TOTAL  $321,750  
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EXHIBIT 11 - Children’s Proven Needs Affidavit 
Expense Amount Frequency/Notes 
St. Cecilia tuition and fees - Sofia $46,800 Annual 
St. Cecilia tuition and fees - Leo $41,200 Annual 
Barton Creek Lower School - Anika $36,400 Annual 
Books, uniforms, lunches, technology $17,500 Annual 
Health, dental, and vision insurance premiums $2,250 Monthly 
Uninsured medical, dental, orthodontic, allergy/asthma care $24,000 Annual estimate 
Child therapy and parent coordination support $1,800 Monthly current 
Extracurricular activities, camps, robotics, music, sports $38,500 Annual 
Household manager/nanny/transportation assistance $5,000 Monthly 
Children’s share of housing, food, utilities, clothing $16,500 Monthly estimate 

 

Evelyn requests that Bennett pay guideline support plus 100% of tuition, health insurance, uninsured medical expenses, therapy, and 
agreed extracurricular expenses. Bennett agrees to pay insurance and tuition for 2026-27 but disputes open-ended additional support 
and challenges the household allocation. 

EXHIBIT 12 - Competing Proposed Parenting Plans 
Topic Petitioner Proposal Respondent Proposal 
Conservatorship Joint managing conservators; Evelyn exclusive education and 

non-emergency medical tie-breaker after consultation. 
Joint managing conservators; equal rights and duties; parenting 
coordinator for disputes. 

Primary residence Evelyn designates within Travis and contiguous counties. Either no designation or Bennett/Evelyn designation solely for 
school enrollment; Travis County restriction. 

Possession Step-up: expanded SPO plus one Thursday overnight after six 
months clean alcohol testing; review after 12 months. 

Week-on/week-off beginning summer 2026, with midweek 
dinner during off week. 

Alcohol terms No alcohol 12 hours before/during possession; Soberlink 
before exchanges and nightly during possession for six months. 

No driving children within 12 hours of drinking; no Soberlink 
unless future incident. 

Communication OurFamilyWizard; no child exposed to adult issues; exchange 
at school when possible. 

OurFamilyWizard; shared school portals; mutual non-
disparagement. 

Travel Advance itinerary and emergency contact; no international 
travel without written consent. 

Advance itinerary; both parents may travel domestically during 
possession. 
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EXHIBIT 13 - Temporary Orders Excerpts 
Subject Order Excerpt 
Conservatorship Both parents named temporary joint managing conservators. 
Temporary primary residence Evelyn has exclusive right to designate primary residence within Travis County and contiguous counties 

pending trial. 
Temporary possession Bennett has expanded standard possession plus Wednesday dinner 5:30-8:00 p.m. when he gives 48 hours 

notice. 
Alcohol Neither parent may consume alcohol during possession or within 12 hours before possession. Bennett 

must not drive children after consuming alcohol that day. 
Support Bennett pays $3,510 per month temporary child support, health insurance, and 100% private-school tuition 

pending trial. 
Communication Parents must use OurFamilyWizard for scheduling and must not discuss litigation or adult relationship 

issues with children. 
Property restraints Both parties restrained from hiding, wasting, transferring, or encumbering community property outside 

ordinary course. 
Business operations Bennett may operate Asterion in ordinary course but must provide monthly statements for compensation, 

distributions, and reimbursements. 
 

EXHIBIT 14 - Sworn Inventory Excerpts and Omitted Account Note 
Record Excerpt/Note 
March 31, 2025 Original Inventory Listed Bluebonnet accounts ending 1884 and 9021; listed crypto wallet CB-12; did not list 

Mercury 4412 or crypto wallet CB-77. 
October 9, 2025 Supplement Added Mercury 4412 with April 3, 2025 balance of $182,440; added CB-77 wallet with 

fluctuating balance and wagering-linked transfers. 
Bennett explanation “My office prepared the inventory. I did not think Mercury was personal because it was under 

Cedar Lab and used for product testing.” 
Evelyn position The omission supports concealment and fraud because texts reference moving funds through 

Cedar Lab so “M does not freak.” 
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IX. FINAL JURY QUESTIONS AND COURT ISSUES 
These questions are drafted for educational competition purposes. In an actual Texas family-law trial, charge language and which 
findings are binding must be determined by the court under current law and preserved by proper objections and requests. 

Proposed Jury Question No. 1 - Conservatorship 
Should Evelyn Marisol Archer and Bennett Cole Archer be appointed joint managing conservators of Sofia 
Rose Archer, Leo Gabriel Archer, and Anika Grace Archer? 

Answer “Yes” or “No”: ____________________ 

Proposed Jury Question No. 2 - Primary Residence 
Which joint managing conservator, if any, should have the exclusive right to designate the primary residence of 
the children? 

Answer by writing “Evelyn,” “Bennett,” or “Neither”: ____________________ 

Proposed Jury Question No. 3 - Geographic Restriction 
Should the children’s primary residence be restricted to Travis County, Texas and counties contiguous to Travis 
County? 

Answer “Yes” or “No”: ____________________ 

Proposed Jury Question No. 4 - Fraud on the Community 
Did Bennett Cole Archer commit actual or constructive fraud on the community property rights of Evelyn 
Marisol Archer? 

Answer “Yes” or “No”: ____________________ 

Proposed Jury Question No. 5 - Amount of Depletion 
If you answered “Yes” to Question No. 4, state the amount by which the community estate was depleted as a 
result of Bennett Cole Archer’s fraud on the community, if any. 

Answer in dollars and cents: $____________________ 

Issues Reserved for the Court 
• Specific possession schedule and access conditions, including any alcohol testing or step-up provisions. 
• Child support amount, medical support, dental support, tuition, childcare, extracurricular allocation, and any 

additional support for proven needs. 
• Eligibility, amount, and duration of statutory spousal maintenance, if any. 
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• Characterization and valuation findings not submitted to the jury or otherwise reserved by the court. 
• Calculation of the reconstituted estate if fraud is found and final just-and-right division of the marital estate. 
• Attorney’s fees, costs, expert fees, and enforcement mechanisms. 
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X. SELECTED TEXAS FAMILY LAW FRAMEWORK FOR COMPETITORS 
This summary is not a jury instruction and is not a substitute for current research. It identifies the core legal 
concepts embedded in the problem. 

Conservatorship and Best Interest 
• Texas uses “conservatorship,” “possession,” and “access” rather than the informal label “custody.” 
• The best interest of the child is the primary consideration in conservatorship, possession, and access. 
• A parent generally begins with a presumption favoring parental managing conservatorship, but best interest 

controls restrictions, rights, duties, and possession terms. 
• A jury may decide certain conservatorship questions; the court determines specific possession terms and support. 

Child Support 
• For three children before the court, the standard guideline percentage is 30% of the obligor’s monthly net 

resources up to the statutory cap. 
• If net resources exceed the cap, the court presumptively applies the percentage to the capped amount and may 

order additional support based on the parties’ circumstances and the children’s proven needs. 
• This problem assumes the post-September 1, 2025 high-income cap of $11,700 monthly net resources, making 

the presumptive three-child guideline amount $3,510 per month before additional-needs analysis. 

Spousal Maintenance / Alimony 
• Texas statutory maintenance is limited and is different from contractual alimony/support. 
• A spouse seeking maintenance must first show insufficient property after divorce, including separate property, to 

provide for minimum reasonable needs and must satisfy a statutory eligibility pathway such as a marriage of at 
least 10 years plus inability to earn sufficient income. 

• The maximum monthly statutory maintenance order is the lesser of $5,000 or 20% of the obligor’s average 
monthly gross income; duration is also capped based on statutory criteria. 

Property Division and Fraud on the Community 
• Texas courts divide the community estate in a manner deemed just and right, not necessarily equally. 
• Fraud on the community may be actual or constructive. If found, the court calculates the value of the depletion, 

calculates the reconstituted estate, and then divides the reconstituted estate justly and right. 
• Potential remedies include awarding a larger share of remaining community property, a money judgment, or both. 
• The problem contains evidence for arguments on both sides: concealment, omitted accounts, and damaging texts 

for Evelyn; consent, offsets, business purpose, and lack of complete platform records for Bennett. 
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